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Battery Day 2009 A Great Success 
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Photo by John Horton 
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From the President 
 

by Rosemary Enright 
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Local Historic District Question 
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“The Historical Society supports the 
establishment of a local historic district 
ordinance to which additional historic districts 
can be added at a later date, if the property 
owners within an area of the town so wish.  The 
existence of well-crafted standards and 
procedures for implementing the ordinance—not 
too onerous or complicated but able to fulfill the 
goals intended—would benefit the whole island.”   
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Bylaw Revision 
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“The executive committee shall notify the 
board of any issues it is considering that pertain 
to the expenditure of funds outside the approved 
budget, to formally approved board policies, or 
to matters under litigation; and except in the 
case of emergencies it shall poll the board 
electronically, both to obtain a sense of the 
opinions of its members concerning these 
issues and to give members time to request a 
board meeting should they wish to do so.” 
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Program Calendar for Summer 2009 

 
 

Saturday, June 20 
Jamestown Windmill Begins Summer Hours 
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Saturday, June 20 
Quaker Meetinghouse Open House 

1 to 4 PM 
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Saturday, June 20 
Volunteer Training at Jamestown Museum 

1 to 4 PM 
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Sunday, June 21 
Jamestown Museum Gala Exhibit Opening 

1 to 4 PM 
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Wednesday, June 24 
Jamestown Museum Begins Summer Hours 
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Saturday, July 18  
Walking Tour of Jamestown Village 
Leaving from Jamestown Museum 

10 AM  
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Sunday, July 19  
Walking Tour of Jamestown Village 
Leaving from Jamestown Museum 

2 PM  
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Thursday, August 13 
Annual Meeting 

Jamestown Philomenian Library, 7 PM 
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Sunday, September 6 
Jamestown Museum Goes to Fall Hours  
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Friday, September 18 
Members-Only House Tour Preview Party 

6 PM to 8 PM 
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Saturday, September 19 
House Tour  

10 AM to 2 PM 
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Sunday, September 27 
Jamestown Museum Closes for the Season  
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Monday, October 12 
Jamestown Windmill Closes for the Season  
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Jamestown Historical Society Collection

Fox Hill Farm about 1900.  Parts of the building 
were probably built about 1733. 
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Development  
 

by Shawn Mayers
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Members-Only Events 
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1657 Society 
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Membership Renewal 
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Photo by Rosemary Enright

Court tennis enthusiast Jane 
Lippincott 

Photo by Rosemary Enright

View of the interior court of the Newport Casino 
from the United States Tennis Association room 

where the JHS event was held. 
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Collections  
 

by Sue Maden  
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Summer Museum Exhibit 
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Dressing for school: 1938 and 2008 
From JHS summer exhibit 
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Ferryboat Signs at the Recreation Center 
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from "Parson, Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglas NOTES Fall  1969

The Newport Bridge under construction.  A 
preview of the spring exhibit in the library. 
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Communications 
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Newport History, Journal of the Newport 
Historical Society 
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Special Jamestown Issue of 
Newport History 
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Donations and Acquisitions: October 2008 through April 2009 
 

 
Dave Adams: Photographs of moving of the 

Movable Chapel to Harbor St. in 1933; copy of a 
“Believe It or Not Ripley” column featuring 
Movable Chapel; two discs with photos. 

Connie Andrews: description of and published article 
about her experience as a teenager on a 
sailboat in the 1938 Hurricane. 

Rita Antine: key from the old Bayview Hotel, room 16 
Jeanne Bunkley: Report on Shoreby Hill (undated) 
John Doty: 17 photographs of Jamestown: 3 

collages (4 photos of 1938 Hurricane, 12 of 
Hurricane Carol and 15 of ferryboats); motel at 
foot of Jamestown Bridge; Arnold house on Fort 
Getty Road; Bay Voyage.  

Rosemary Enright: roll of Newport/Pell Bridge tokens   
Janice Fletcher: letter dated Jan. 29, 1959 from US 

Navy Sailor CM2 G Skip Fraley aboard USS 
Glacier AGB4, during Operation Deepfreeze1, to 
Hiram Beers of Jamestown.  

Ken Froberg: Christmas card with Jamestown 
windmill and Friends Meetinghouse from a 
painting by him in 2008 

JEMS (Jamestown Emergency Medical Service): 
uniforms: jacket, skirt and hat pre-1949; Red 
Cross volunteer dress and jacket; Jamestown 
Ambulance Association jacket, skirt and hat, 
jacket from 1949, and later jacket.  

Randy Lebeau and David Silva (E-bay sellers): A 
1941 photo of soldiers at Fort Getty.  

Joe Logan: dvd of 2006 town hall move and 
construction; thumbnails of over 150 photos; 
photos of four JHS signs at Recreation Center.  

Sue Maden: Seven Christmas ornaments (Windmill, 
Beavertail Light, Jamestown Bridge, The 
Conanicut; Beavertail Light; Jamestown IV); 
Shipwrecks of the United States. Volume I, 
Rhode Island ‘The Ocean State’” by Jim Jenney; 
plat map by Mullins of Conanicut Park; Sanborn 
map 20 from 1921; four plans for a proposed 
municipal building by Herbert Wetherill, about 
1927; plat map of Shoreby Hill; material about 
hotels and the Conanicut Lighthouse; four 
Newport Bridge tokens; poster from Rhode 
Island’s Islands project; a poster of St. 
Matthew’s Church, drawing by June Webb, 
1986; “originals” used to reproduce the 
compilation of The Electric Spark and of The 
Newport Daily News, 1900-1929 and 1941-
1945; two notebooks with information about the 
Jamestown Bridge, one is arranged by subject 
from 1939-1960s from a variety of sources and 
the other contains largely prints from microfilm of 
Jamestown Bridge Commission records 

Pede Manchester: an envelope that was used at one 
time to hold nine Bridge tokens 

Nancy Caswell Mason: three small bead baskets 
made by Oliver Caswell; one share (number 
two) for the Conanicut Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, 1883, which is made out to Wm. K. 
Knowles; handmade booklet of “Conanicut our 
Island Home,” 1897, Present to Mrs. W. F. 
Caswell by a classmate (MAT) Class of 1886, 
C.L.S.C., Chautauqua Circle; “The Town Crier, 
Vol. 1, No. 4, March 9, 1926 with article on 
Proposed Canal for Jamestown; scrapbook of 
Jamestown articles cut and pasted in a Sears 
Roebuck catalog, ca 1911 to 1915 

Jeff McDonough: pictures of Jamestown Theatre 
production of Wizard of Oz; Edna Hill Schultz in 
dress whites in 1956, from 45 Pemberton; and 
two of fires (Benoit, 1939 and Maplewood, 1944) 

Don and Heather Minto/Heritage New England: 
Videotape of the move on May 29, 1991 of the 
Tiddeman-Hull house (ca 1840) to Watson farm. 
[Videotape converted to dvd by Frank Meyer.]  

Peter Newbauer: some newspaper clippings (copied 
and returned) and pictures of his class (class of 
1959) at Jamestown School and some of sports 
teams on Jamestown and at Rogers High (with 
Jamestown students on team).  

Marion Pierce: variety of Newport/Pell Bridge tokens 
and token bags and brochures related to the 
Newport Bridge.. 

Preservation Society of Newport County: two ferry 
tickets 

Donald Richardson: three articles about his father 
from 1917 

St. Mark Church: “St. Mark Church, Jamestown, 
Rhode Island. Parish family Album 1909 2009,” 
signed by Rev. William J. O’Neill April 29, 2009 

Bob Saunders: a photo of a portrait by Alvan Fisher 
of Oliver Caswell from about 1845, he is shown 
with his teacher Laura Bridgeman.  

Sally Schott: five Newport/Pell Bridge tokens 
Irene and Ed Silvia: brochure on Narragansett Bay 

Bridge promoting its bond issue,1964; box with 
equipment Ed used as a purser on the 
Jamestown Ferry (tickets, hole punch, change 
holder, schedule of cost for tickets, brochures); 
framed photo of Bay View House before corner 
tower section built;  wooden sign for Bayview 
Hotel (11’x14 ½”). (Delivered by Pede 
Manchester, who is helping the donors) 

Linda Warner: A billing form from The Standard 
Jamestown edition, used by Emily Warren.
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Education  
 

by Sally Schott 
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Lawn Avenue School Exhibit 
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Photo by Sally Schott

Lawn Avenue students study the 2008 exhibit to 
recommend improvements for 2009. 

Photo by Sally Schott

Students were particularly interested in “then and 
now” school rules. 

 
Photos by Rosemary Enright 

Bridge demolition exhibit currently at the Lawn 
Avenue School. 
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Windmill Hill 
 

by William Mullins and Harry Wright 
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Meetinghouse about 1900 
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Buildings and Grounds 
 

by Greg DiGasper 
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Jamestown Windmill 
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Conanicut Friends Meetinghouse 
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Jamestown Museum 
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Conanicut Battery Historic Park 
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