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Land Agreement on Permanent Display in Town Hall 
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Jamestown Historical Society 
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Harry Wright, vice president of the 
Jamestown Historical Society, 

discussed the document. 
Photos by Dick Allphin

 

Town Manager Bruce Keiser, State 
Senator Theresa Paiva-Weed, and 

Council Member Barbara Szepatowski 
chatted before the dedication. 

 

Ken Newman, chairman of the 
Land Agreement exhibit 

committee, thanked donors. 

The Signers 
 The one hundred and one 
men whose names appear on 
the 1657 Conanicut Land 
Agreement had widely 
different backgrounds and 
careers.  Most lived in 
Newport, but others came 
from Portsmouth, Middletown, 
and the Wickford area.  Some 
were involved in commerce 
and politics.  Some were 
farmers.  Others were crafts-
men, such as tailors, 
carpenters, or blacksmiths.  
They had different religious 
beliefs.  Typical of the times, 
almost a third were unable to 
write their own names . . . 

Sample from the explanatory 
material in the display 
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Honor Roll of Volunteers for 2008 
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Volunteer Party 2008 
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Umbrella-covered visitors were 
greeted by Paul Brunelle in 

Revolutionary War uniform.  

Old friends chatted and new friends met 
over drinks and appetizers.  

Our host Ken Newman presented a 
rebozo to the president and an engraved 

flask to the vice president. 

Photos by Aaron Brunelle

A very good time was had by all.  
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From the President 
 

by Rosemary Enright 
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Windmill Committee 
 

by William Mullins 
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Friends Meetinghouse 
 

by Harry Wright 
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Communication 
 

by John Horton 
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Education 
 

by Sally Schott 
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Isabel Crabtree, Principal Kathy Almanzor, and Sam 
DiGasper show some of the material about Jamestown 

that they have been studying this fall. 

Capital Campaign Report 
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Programs 
 

by Mary Heath 
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Friends of Conanicut Battery 
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Dr. Robert M. Thorson 
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Development and Membership 
 

By Shawn Mayers 
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1657 Society Plaque 

 

Eleanor Gravdahl, host of the House Tour preview 
party, proudly displays her 1657 Society plaque. 

A visitor’s view of Onarock from the east. 
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Collections Committee 
 

By Sue Maden  
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Portion of a record in PastPerfect 
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Donations and Acquisitions: June through October 2008 
 
Jane Bentley: copies of photos and papers related to 

Jamestown schools. 
Judy Callaghan: minutes and financial information, 

handwritten, 1872-1909, Jamestown & Newport 
Ferry Company. 

Victoria Clare: Puzzle model of “Jamestown” 
ferryboat (all the pieces come apart) 

Carol Newman Cronin: "Oliver's Surprise,” a book 
she authored. 

Lenore and Clement DeLucia: postcards; 
photographs; books; greeting cards with photos 
of Jamestown; engraving of Fort Dumpling; 1978 
commemorative button; Souvenir Program from 
Jamestown Bridge dedication, 1940; 
architectural drawing of “Drinking Fountain.” 

John Doty: program from the July 9, 1950 Fourth 
Annual Parade and Field Day of the Arnold 
Zweir A.L. No. 22 Drum and Bugle Corps. 

Janice Fletcher: photos of Decoration Day 1947; two 
images of telephone operators from September 
1964, and one from November 1, 1964 when 
Jamestown switched to dial phones. 

Friends of the Jamestown Philomenian Library: DVD 
of Memories of the 1938 Hurricane. 

Judy Garlick: copy of letter written by Anne Murray 
Buskett to her MacFarland relatives in 
Philadelphia after the 1938 Hurricane.  

Varoujan Karentz: papers, cds and photos relating to 
Conanicut Battery Committee; World War II 
Conanicut Island Underwater Mines and anti-
submarine nets; sinking of German Submarine 
U-583 during WWII; Quonset Container Port; 
USS Cappela torpedoing at Weaver Cove off 
Conanicut Island in 1942; HECP (Fort Burnside); 
Spraycliff Radar facility at Beavertail and early 
USN radar development. 

Lions Club: records. 
Fran Lopes: rules for Teachers in 1872. 
Sue Maden: Marshall’s 1992 map of Jamestown; 

three-volume history of Rhode Island by Field, 
1902; “Newport History,” Spring 2008 with article 
on Jamestown Bridge; Compilations of James-
town news for 38 years between 1910 and 1998; 
tiles of Bay View Hotel, map of Conanicut Island 
and Town Hall; bridge score pad with design of 
old windmill on cover. 

Arthur Milot: Aug./Sept. 2008 issue of World War II 
with an article on the POW camp at Fort Getty 

John Murphy:  records from the Friends of the 
Jamestown Community Center  

Newport Historical Society: Picturesque Rhode 
Island; map of Newport, c. 1920s; two 1930s 
brochures promoting Jamestown and Newport 

William Pemantel Jr.:  book Kudla and His Polar 
Bear inscribed to him (May 1954) by Miriam and 

Donald MacMillian, illustrated by Cleveland. 
Woodward, publisher Dodd Mead & Co., 1953.  

Chris Powell: framed photo Bay Voyage showing 
east side; two identical glossy photos showing 
Bay Voyage being moved; brochure and menu 
on Golden Jubilee in 1939. 

Nick Robertson: Jack Caswell’s school slate. 
Jim Rugh:  framed architectural rendering of the 

WPA project to refloat the Governor Carr in 
1938; 2008 Arbor Day Proclamation; four 
brochures from Tree Committee. 

Grace Sisson: five issues of “Jamestown Gazette,” 
1937; Jamestown Tax Lists, 1890, 1892; 
Souvenir Program from Jamestown Bridge 
dedication, 1940. 

Dick Smith: scrapbook with clippings and profess-
sional photos about 1957 300th celebration; one 
page with photo relating to the opening of the 
Jamestown Bridge. 

St. Matthew’s Church (Bob Horan and Maryann 
Williamson): plate by Catharine Morris Wright 
from 300th celebration in 1957. 

Marlene and Don Snyder: “Rhode Island Adventure 
Diving” (1998); “Rhode Island Adventure Diving 
II” (2003); laminated sheet with a map of diving 
spots and description of two books. 

Patti Vandal: programs for a PTA program for 1951-
1952 and 1955 dedication of the Lawn Avenue 
School; Lyons Market sign. 

Fricky Vaughn: newspaper articles covering many 
years and subjects; JHS Charter, Constitution 
and Membership (no date); printed poem, "North 
of Eldred Avenue," by Marguerite Williamson (no 
date); 1968 The Evangelist from St. Matthews; 
1956 flower show program; Bay View note card 
by June Webb; Newport Bridge brochure (no 
date); 2002 Conanicut Battery Day program; 
Jamestown telephone directories for 1982 and 
1984. 

Linda Warner: brochure “Here are the Plans for 
NEW Jamestown Elementary – Junior High 
School” Issued prior to Financial Town Meeting 
Vote of January 31, 1953; a photo of Helen Tefft 
cleaning the DAR marker at Conanicut Battery; 
wooden desk from Carr School.  

Donald E. Weatherbee: 1954 Bates College thesis, 
“Social and Economic Influences on the Politics 
of Jamestown, Rhode Island, 1920-1940” by 
Mary Ellen Bailey. 

Georgia Wright: program for Lawn Avenue School 
8th grade graduation on June 20, 2008. 

Unknown: (Liz from Middletown): two pamphlets on 
the Bay View Hotel;card with the Bay View Hotel 
“which was once owned by Grandpa O’Connell.”
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by Tricia Evangelista 
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Building & Grounds 
 

by Greg DiGasper 
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*Donations include dues, donations, sales, grants and income on investments not included in endowment. 
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