Jamestown Historical Society

HERI TAGE

Spring 2006

To promote interest in and preserve the heritage of Conanicut Island.

Jamestown Historical Society Adopts Long Range Plan

By Rosemary Enright

Over the past several years, the Board of Directors
of the Jamestown Historical Society has become
aware that the scope and nature of the society’s
activities need to expand and change if it is to fulfill
its mission responsibly.  Our community has
changed and we have responded to that change
slowly. Our museum is overcrowded and has no
environmental controls, our programs are not
addressing the interests of the young as well as they
should, our relationship with the town government —
never very clearly defined — is becoming more
complex, and our current income is not sufficient to
accomplish all that we want and need to do.

To address these issues, a long range planning
committee, chaired by Harry Wright and including
John Horton and Ken Newman, was set up in
October 2005. The committee’'s recommendations
were presented to the board over the following
months and, in February 2006, the board met for a
full day to agree on recommendations and priorities.

The resulting Long Range Plan is included as an
insert in this newdletter and its major recommen-
dations are summarized in the box to the right.

The board formally adopted the plan’s detailed
recommendations at its March meeting and, as you
will read in the committee reports, much work has
aready been accomplished to achieve the goals.
Much more is being planned. The larger and more
expensive projects will take concerted effort not
only by the board but also by all members of the
society and by the community at large.

Long Range Plan
Major Recommendations

Collections and Facilities

Install heat, air-conditioning, and insulation in the
museum building

Move historical materials suitable for educational
purposes to the Lawn Avenue school

Fund space for the society's archives in the new
town hall

Complete museum cataloging backlog

Remedy collection policy and procedural
deficiencies

Put space and rental arrangements with the
town in the form of written contracts

Outreach
Make programs more attractive to non-residents

Work with the school to put an effective
Jamestown history program in place

Develop the full potential of the web site

Develop procedures for responding to historic
preservation issues

Administration and Financial Resources

Evaluate and revise if necessary the society’s
general administrative structure

Establish a web-based administrative system
Increase the flexibility of funds

Work to increase the society's membership and
volunteer base
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Summer Program 2006

Thursday, June 15

Discover Jamestown
Jamestown middle school students tour historical
sites on Jamestown.

Saturday, June 24
Jamestown Windmill Begins Summer Hours
The windmill opens for the summer. Windmill will
be open from 1 to 4 pM, Saturday and Sunday
through September 3.

Saturday, June 24
Quaker Meetinghouse Open
l1todprm
Guided tours of the Quaker meetinghouse. The
meetinghouse is aso open by appointment
throughout the year.

Wednesday, June 28
Jamestown Museum Opens
Museum hours 1 to 4 Pvm, Wednesday through
Sunday through September 3. Summer exhibition is
Jamestown’s Volunteers: Our Fire and Rescue
Teams. Docent orientation is scheduled for
Saturday, June 24 at 1 PM.

Windmill Committee

By Linnea Petersen

Spring has come! The mill survived the winter in
good shape but there is a lot of work to do to get it
ready for our summer visitors. | will be calling the
docents who gave their time most gracioudy in the
past to volunteer once again.

We need more of you to come forward to help!

Thetask isssmple: just before 1 PM on your selected
Saturday or Sunday, pick up the keys and drive up to
Windmill Hill. Open the mill doors and windows,
put out the “Open” banner, and relax for three hours
in one of the most beautiful spots on the island.
Chat about Jamestown with people who stop by.
Ask visitors to sign our log and alow them to
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Saturday, July 22
Walking Tour of Jamestown Village
L eaving from Jamestown Museum
10 AM and 1 pm
Learn about the history of Jamestown as we admire
the town center. Visit the Jamestown Fire museum.

Sunday, September 3
Jamestown Museum and Windmill Close
Last day to visit the Jamestown museum or the
windmill until June 2007.

Thursday, August 10
Annual Meeting
Jamestown Philomenian Library, 7:00 pm
Election of officers and Board of Directors for 2006-
2007. Featured speakers: Don Bosquet, author and
cartoonist, and John Murphy, lawyer and author.

Saturday, September 9
House Tour
10AM - 2PM
Walcott Avenue house designed by Charles Bevins
for Elizabeth Clarke and more recently owned by
late Reinier and Lisa Beeuwkes. Tickets $15.

embark on a self-guided tour of yesteryear. Point
out the wall-mounted placards and the booklet that
explain how the windmill works. At 4 Pwm, bring in
the banner, close the windows, lock the doors, return
the keys, and drive home rested and at peace.

Visitors love our Mill. The setting is beautiful. The
views are spectacular — made even more so by the
work of the Nature Conservancy during this past
year to clear the view. The peaceful quiet of the
place is wonderful.

With a simple telephone call you can join the group
of historical society members who share this
delightful task. The “Old Jamestown Mill” is the
core around which the Jamestown Historical Society
was founded. Its preservation and display deserve
your attention and time.

Please call me at 423-1820 to volunteer.



From the President

By Rosemary Enright

In our Fall newsletter, we announced the beginning
of our campaign to raise funds to complete the
purchase of the Conanicut Land Agreement. The
price — $27,740 — exceeded the funds available in
our collections account by close to $20,000. The
drive raised $26,233.69. A $5,000 grant from the
van Beuren Charitable Foundation gave us a solid
base to build on. A specia thanks to Kim and Jeff
McDonough who contributed $5,000 for the
purchase of the display case in which the document
will ultimately be displayed in the new Town Hall.

We are exceedingly grateful to all the donors who
helped us with this project.

Until the new Town Hall is built, the document will
be housed in the library. Environmental concerns,
such as possible deterioration of the document
caused by continuous artificial lighting, have
delayed its public display. We hope to have those
concerns resolved this summer.

The board’ s realization that in current circumstances
it could not responsibly display the Land Agreement
in the Jamestown Museum helped persuade us to act
promptly on the many improvements required in our
facilities and our organization. The result was the
Long Range Plan discussed on page 1.

Detailed plans for implementation are being
developed by the long range planning committee.
Harry Wright is working with the town on al of our
current and potentia relationships, which are many
and are growing. Ken Newman is identifying
foundations and other organizations that are or might
be interested in helping to fund the improvements
we are proposing. John Horton, supported by Dick
Allphin, is charged with making our website
accessible and informative. None of them is
working alone, of course, and they would welcome
any help that you can give.

While we make detailed plans for the future, we
have not neglected the day-to-day work of the
society. Linnea Petersen continues to make our
windmill a welcome place for visitors. Please

respond to her plea for help. Dick Hines and our
treasurer Marion Pierce keep our investments safe
and have simplified our financial reporting. Jane
Miner, as secretary and membership committee of
one, is keeping meticulous records of our activities.

We have also begun implementing some important
parts of the Long Range Plan. Sue Maden, Joe
Logan, and the Collections committee have made
tremendous progress in bringing the catalog of the
collection up to date — ultimately a never-ending task
as new material is always welcome. In accordance
with the plan, one of this season’s programs
designed by Maureen McGuirl and Mary Jane
Murphy is for Jamestown’s middle school students.
Joe Logan ably oversees the maintenance of our
current facilities as he works on the plans for their
improvement.

The society was fully involved in the exciting,
historic event that took place on April 18. The old
Jamestown Bridge has long been a focus of society
research. In 1990, Sue Maden and the Jamestown
Historical Society published the definitive history of
the bridge: The Jamestown Bridge, 1940-1990: from
“the Bridge to Nowhere” to Obsolescence. Our
collection contains many artifacts associated with
the bridge; some of them are now on display in the
display case the society recently gave to the library.

| was privileged to represent the society at the
official VIP site during the demolition and to watch
the governor, assisted by two men who had worked
on the bridge, press the ceremonial detonation lever.
I’m sure that those of you who saw it agree the final
seconds of the bridge were quite impressive!
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Program Committee

By Mary Jane Murphy & Maureen
McGuirl

The Program Committee has been working to bring
you both education and amusement this summer.

June 15, Discover Jamestown

Middle school students from the Lawn Avenue
school will challenge the experts on Jamestown on
June 15. The Jamestown Historical Society and the
Lawvn Avenue School Improvement Team have
coordinated a program that will alow students to
view island life through an historical lens. Students
will visit and study three sites in Jamestown to
engender an appreciation of our island community.

A geological tour of Beavertail will be led by
educator Jim Sammons.

Jane Bentley, also an educator, will host a
walking tour of Narragansett Avenue.

Melissa Minto of Watson Farm will take
students to see some of the oldest trees in the
state.

On the same day, a group of 2™ graders from South
Kingstown will be visiting the windmill at the
invitation of our Windmill committee. This will be
afun and informative day for our young students!

July 22, Walking Tour

On Saturday, July 22, the society will conduct a tour
of downtown Jamestown. The tour will start in front
of the Jamestown Museum at 92 Narragansett
Avenue. Dress for fickle Jamestown weather, and
step back in time. Discussions about the
metamorphosis of the town’'s center will point out
the historical significance of various sites that
support modern businesses today. The tour will
include a visit to the Jamestown Fire Department
Memorial Museum to look at the historic fire
engines and firefighting apparatus housed there. The
tour will end where it starts.

August 10, Annual Meeting with “The Don and
John Show”

Set your calendar for an Annual Meeting that mixes
the business of the day with a little humor. The
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meeting will begin with the election of officers and
the Board of Directors at 7 PM in the Community
Room of the Jamestown Philomenian Library on
Thursday, August 10.

Following the business of the day, enjoy an evening
of pun and fun. Don Bosguet, local author and
cartoonist, and John Murphy, local lawyer, pundit
and author, will host a humorous panel discussion of
civic affairs. If you have read their book, Murphy
Was a Lawyer — and a Quahogger, you have had a
taste of the entertainment to come.

September 9, House Tour

The annua house tour will be September 9, 10 AM
to 2 PM. The Elizabeth Clarke house at 170 Walcott
Avenue, was built in 1895-1896 for the personal
secretary to Alexander Agassiz, the famed naturalist.
More recently, the home of the late Reinier and Lisa
Beeuwkes was a center of intellectual and artistic
life. Mr. and Mrs. Beeuwkes hosted a spirited salon
in their warm and interesting Charles Bevins
designed home.

The house tour will provide an appreciation of the
architectural features of the house, as well as an
understanding of how the house has been
transformed to accommodate the needs of family
life. The current occupants of “this old house” are
artist Alexandra Kent and her family. A
granddaughter of the Beeuwkes, she preserves the
life and character of this home. Please join us on
this delightful tour on September 9!

The Elizabeth Clarke house at 170 Walcott
Avenue asit looked about 10 years after it was
built in 1895.



Collections Committee

By Sue Maden & Harry Wright

It has been a very busy and productive six months
for the Collections Committee.

Exhibits

The exhibit for 2006, Jamestown’s Volunteers; Our
Fire and Rescue Teants, is being staged through the
efforts of Brookie Harding, Ken Caswell and Harry
Wright. The exhibit will run from June 28 to
September 3. Lee Howard has volunteered to do the
docent scheduling. Expect a call soon if you have
volunteered in earlier yearsor give Lee acall at 423-
0608 to volunteer.

The 2007 exhibit will feature the Jamestown Bridge,
with the focus on its demolition. The exhibit isbeing
prepared in cooperation the R.I. Public Archeology
Lab (PAL).

Library Display Case

The society has donated a case for the display of
artifacts and pictures related to Jamestown history to
the Jamestown Philomenian Library. Linda Warner
has volunteered to take charge of changing the
exhibit periodically. The first exhibit — on the
construction of the Jamestown Bridge in 1939 and
1940 — is dready in place. The case, designed by
Bill Burgin to blend into the architecture of the
library lobby, was built by Doug Brill.

Cataloging

Progress has been made on cataloging objects and
archival materia in the museum software program,
PastPerfect. Society volunteers who have helped
include John Howard, Carol Lake, Arlene Petit,
Sharon Price and Linda Warner, as well as board
members Dick Allphin, Joe Logan, Sue Maden and
Mary Jane Murphy.

We are very fortunate that the cataloging of objects
— which are the most time-consuming artifacts to
process — will be greatly facilitated this summer by
Lauren Thacker, a student at Holy Cross University.
Lauren comes highly recommended by Jody Ziegler
a Holy Cross faculty member from Jamestown who
has been serving as a consultant to the historical
society for various projects.

All objects require the application of accession
numbers. Bill Knapp has volunteered for this aspect
of the cataloging process.

Special care is required in caring for textiles: labels
with accession numbers are sewn into each item,
which is then wrapped in special tissue paper and
placed in archival storage boxes. Judy Knight and
Claire Wooley have donated many hours of their
time to this labor-intensive aspect of collection care
and have processed about 150 items so far.

Our thanks to the staff of the Newport Historical
Society and the Pettaguamscutt Historical Society
for sharing their knowledge on cataloging and
museum collections care.

Acquisitions

New acquisitions have come to the society in the
past few months through purchase, donations and
solicitations.

Librarian Judy Bell and Collections Committee
member s Sue Maden and Linda Warner admirethe
display case donated to thelibrary by the society.

The largest item is the Bay View Hotel sign. It
measures 18 feet by 2 feet and was purchased at
auction. Our thanks to Brian Pelletier of Newport
who alerted us that the sign was for sale and then
transported it to Jamestown from Portsmouth. It is
now hanging in the museum through the efforts of
Joe Logan and David Pritchard. It was pictured in
the Jamestown Press on February 9.

Leslie Lowe, daughter of Sally Brooks who cut the
Ribbon of Beauty at the dedication of the Jamestown
Bridge in 1940, has donated a number of objects
from the early days of the Jamestown Bridge,
including the scissors used by her mother during the
dedication; a paperweight from the Jamestown
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Bridge Commission that her grandfather, Charles H.
Brooks, kept on his desk when he was the manager
of the Jamestown Bridge and the Jamestown &
Newport Ferry Company; and a scrapbook kept by
her grandmother, Clara Brooks, about the building
of the Governor Carr and the Jamestown Bridge.

Other donations are listed in the box on theright. If
we have inadvertently left anyone out, please forgive
us and put it down to lack of experience with our
new recording system.

Jamestown Bridge Demolition and the Jamestown
Historical Society

Prior to the three controlled explosions used to
demolish the bridge, the society was able to supply
both the print and television media with information
and images about the bridge from its vast
photographic and archival collections. “A
Reminiscence on Building the Jamestown Bridge”
by Elmer Congdon, published by the society in
2004, was included in the press package for the
April 18 event.

We also solicited Jamestown Bridge reminiscences
from the public and received over 70 stories. Prizes
went to Chris Crawford, Nancy Crawford, Judy
Garlick and Marion L. Galvin, and their submissions
were featured in the Jamestown Press. Both the
Newport Daily News and the Providence Journal
published stories as well. Reminiscences are still
welcome. All of the reminiscences submitted are
posted on the society’'s web site -
jamestownhi storical society.org.

The society is working with the Jamestown Press on
a documentary about the bridge and arevision of the
bridge history published by the society in 1990.

Administrative Decisions

The Committee has been exploring options for more
efficient storage of its collections and for better
workspace. We have received permission from the
board of the Wright Museum and the trustees of the
Jamestown library to store temporarily little-used
material in the cabinets under the display cases.
Selection of material to be stored there is underway.

We have aso formalized our acquisition,
deaccession, and collection use policies. These
policies are now posted on the website along with
the society’ s by-laws.
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Donations

Dick Allphin: photos of Jamestown Verrazzano Bridge
construction and opening day.

Kathy Brownell: photos of building of Jamestown Bridge
and dedication of Jamestown Verrazzano Bridge.

Pat Howe Butcher: genealogy of the Dutra family, with 24
generations.

Fred Clarke: six books related to Jamestown.

Duncan H. Dodlittle:  correspondence and documents
related to the sale of lots at Conanicut Park in 1927.

Rosemary Enright: Walter Schroder’s book. The Hessian
Occupation of Newport and Rhode Island, 1776-1779.

Judith Fllmore, from the collection of her grandfather,
Captain Henry Fllmore: telescope and rack,
weathervane of a ferryboat, model of ferryboat
Jamestown, soup ladle and pitcher from the Colonial
line.

Karen Olsen Gengler: copy of talk given to the Rotary
Club in the 1930s by John Smith on the history of
Jamestown, particularly the hotels.

Janet W. Howe: parasal frame that belonged to Amy
Elizabeth Hambly.

Joe and Theresa Littlefield: photos of the Jamestown
Bridge construction.

Joe Logan: photos taken weekly of the bridge demolition.

Sue Maden: Gardner Hotel room key, fancy cancel
envelopes postmarked Jamestown, bridge stained
glass window hanging.

Frank Meyer: two-minute video of crossing the Jamestown
Bridge in 1988.

John A Murphy: copy of his book, Murphy Was a Lawyer —
and a Quahogger.

NBC, Channel 10: DVD of April 18, 2006, news programs
on bridge demolition.

John James Piva Jr. photos of the 1938 hurricane.

Paul J. Perkins: audiotape of Rhode Island sounds,
including the Jamestown Bridge as one crossed it.

Rhode Island Bridge & Turnpike Authority: Newport Bridge
trailblazer signs.

Rhode Island Department of Transportation: Jamestown
Bridge lampposts, lamppost base, globes from
lampposts, skid signs, four pieces of grating, an
original aircraft warning beacon, navigational light,
book on Historic Highway Bridges of Rhode Island,
photos and report of demalition.

Barbara Ritter: photos of the 1938 hurricane.

St. Matthew's Thrift Shop:  T-shirt from the Jamestown
Medical Fund, plate commemorating the 100t
anniversary of the Bay Voyage Hotel.

Patty Miller Vandal: copies of photos from the 1930s and
1940s.

Susan Pieroth White: photos of Seaside Camp.

Linda Warner: post office ledgers.




Buildings and Grounds Committee

By Joe Logan

There were no winter projects at the windmill or at
the meetinghouse. At the museum, the window
shades were replaced because they were
significantly bleached out, degrading the ultraviolet
(UV) filtering that is required to protect the
collection. The new shades cost $900. UV filters
were also placed over the fluorescent lighting in the
back room to eliminate that source of harmful UV.

A table in the front room was repaired and a new
acquisition — Bay View Hotel sign — was hung with
the able assistance of Dave Pritchard. The display
case to be used by the Collections committee in the
library was built by Doug Brill.

Work in the museum on cataloging the objects
continued until the weather got too cold. It has
become increasingly evident that we need major

Conanicut Battery Report

By Janie Harris

The Conanicut Battery has enjoyed a good year. The
grounds, signage and monuments held up waell
against the weather, and the fields and trails bustled
with the activity of frequent friends and visitors
throughout the seasons. Happily, our visitors have
been most respectful of the property and seem
committed to keeping the park litter-free.

We have cleared some new areas and are seeding
them this spring. The chalenge of the upcoming
seasons will be to get the grasses well established
and to enhance the grounds overall. We are contem-
plating cutting a new trail through the woods by the
“Big Boulder” to expand and enhance our hiking
options and placing a commemorative plaque on a
rock facing the Liberty Beech along the upper trail.

Last spring's Battery Day and annual flag raising
was a major production. Participants included the
Newport Artillery firing their cannon from the
Battery, the 14" RI Heavy Atrtillery (a Civil War unit
from Providence), the Varnum Continentals,

Windowsin the museum have deteriorated to the point
that they can no longer be properly closed.

renovations to the museum building to protect the
collection and much planning has been under way to
define what is needed. To provide a controlled
environment with heating and air conditioning will
require the addition of insulation, the rebuilding of
the windows, and other changes.

A stair step to the attic recently broke and has been
replaced, but reminds us that the whole stairway is
not well constructed and should be rebuilt to
minimize the possibility of injuries.

uniformed British and French period re-enactors, the
Jamestown Community Band, and Jamestown®
VFW and American Legion posts. Captain Tew and
his Company of the 2™ Rhode Island Regiment,
Continental Line, set up an authentic Revolutionary
War-era campsite at the Battery.

Community turnout though was decidedly
disappointing. Fewer than 100 spectators joined in
the celebration. As aresult the Friends have chosen
not to hold Battery Day in 2006. Hopefully it will
be celebrated again in future years.

As always, the Battery committee is eager for your
support and your ideas. To join the Friends of
Conanicut Battery send your $15 dues to: Friends of
the Conanicut Battery, c/o JHS, P.O. Box 156,
Jamestown, RI 02835. If you send $25 or more with
your dues, we will send you a much-coveted Battery
Cap. Act now; supplies are limited!

Also, you can volunteer to support our grounds
maintenance efforts or help with our twice-annual
Battery Broadside newsletter. We would love to hear
your Battery suggestions and recollections! Send
any ideas you wish to shae to
ConanicutBattery@cox.net. As aways, we thank
you for your interest and your support!
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Officers and Directors
2005 — 2006

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Directors to 2006

Directors to 2007

Directors to 2008

Rosemary Enright
Harry Wright
Jane Miner
Marion Pierce

Joe Logan

Mary Jane. Murphy
Dick Hines

John Horton

Ken Newman

Dick Allphin
Maureen McGuirl
Sue Maden

Linnea Petersen
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When Is My Membership Due?

By Jane Miner

To determine whether or not you need to renew your
membership dues, please look at the address [abel on
this newsletter. Just after your name, enclosed in
parentheses, you will see a letter or the abbreviation
“Exp.” followed by a number. The number is the
month and last two digits of the year (e.g., 6/07)
when your current membership expires. A letter
means you are a contributing (C), life (L), or
honorary (H) member, and do not need to renew
your membership annually, athough we aways
welcome voluntary contributions. Please note that
for this issue of the newsdletter the membership form
is printed on the enclosed remittance envel ope.
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