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Introduction

The Jamestown Historical Socvegfoundedin September 1912,
the first small town historical society in Rhode Islahd.RI
Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission and Preserve Rhode
Islandr ecogni zed tanmversag eviitthe Antoidette FL 0 O
Downing Volunteer Award. The awhmhorsthe contributionto
historic preservation afultiple generations of volunteers

Thisaccountlocuments the events leading tddnmationof the
Soci ety, and tdcbllect, @eseniecandysithee e f f o
history ofJamestown

Jamestown Windmill Association

Thefirst organization in Jamestofermed topresere the history
of Conanicutsdlandd and theforerunneiof the Jamestown Historical
Societyd was he Jamestown Windmill Associatfonnded in 1904
The organizatidnsole purposwas topurchas and preseethe
Jamestowwindmill.

Background

The current Jamestowrismill was built in 1787, shortlyeafthe
American Revolution. It was used primarily to grind dried kernels of
white flint corn, also called Indian corn, into cornmeal for human
consumption and into silage for animals.

Over 110 year&4 millerssuccessivebperated the millThomas
andJess@ efft, the last millerglosed the mill in 1896, although Jesse
occasionally ground cornmeal in 1897.

Saving the Mill

For seven years, the mill
stood neglectedequip
ment was removed or
destroyed, and weather took )/"1’" e =
its toll. In 1904, the mill's e -
pitiful condition led
residents and summer
visitors to form the James
town WindmillAssaiation
The association circulated
petition(opposite paged
raise money to buy the
derelict building.

Jamestown Windmill. 1906



Sixty Jamestowners cdmiited over $700 toward the purchase and
repairof the mill. The contributions varied in size from $50 from each
of three members of the summer communig0trom Annie
Barbera native Rhode Islandgho worked as a companion to a
member of the Carrifaly.

On October 19, 190FhomasT efft sold “"the mill and land
enough to drive around &"about 3,600 square féab Mary
Rosengaetn the representative# the Associationfor $300 Because
of this early intervention, the Jamestown mill is the only one of its kind
in Rhode Island to remain on its original site.

For eight years, thgindmill Associatiokeptthe mill from
deteriorating further. Thomas D. Wright, a Jamedtoilderand
carpenterwas hired to make repainsd a caretaker was appointed.
However, theinincorporategroup wasooselystructuregdand the
stewardshipfthemilr est ed heavily on Mrs. R

Jamestown Historical Society

In the summerfol912 Elizabeth Carr LockaCaliforniabased
descendant of Caleb Catro often returned to Jamestdi@nthe
summeyconceived the idea of formingistoricalsocietyn
JamestownShe ha@00 posters printeahd distributed around the
islandaskinganybodynterested in forming suclsacietyto meet at
Town Hall on Augst19.

On the appointed day, &6&n and womegatheedin Town Hall
The minutes of that meeting record the actions taken:

A motion was made and seconded to Sogitnd thame it later.
Carried.

Voted to nominate officers and they were electec
as follows

PresidediMiss Lena Clarke

Vice Presidéritirs. Chas. E. Weeden

Secreta¥ns[arah|V. Carr

TreasuréMrs. John F. Weeden

Voted that the President appoint a Committee to
draw up a Constitution dadidy Mrs. Locke,
Dr. [W. LincolnBates, T. Carr Watson, Giles
Carr Gardiner, S.W. Carr were appointed for that

'?.i )4
¥/

| ~’ g purpose
- Voted that membership fee.is $1.00
Lena Clarke,
1! President Voted that yearly dues be $1.00.



Voted, after some discussiostuitiyeecalled the Jamestown Historic
Sociefyhe alternative proposed whasConanicut Historical Socipty

It was votttht a committee of three be appointed tdRosesgaibs.
in relation to combining the Wind Mill Association evitaBagetyst

The leaders of the new organization moved quidklyAugust
26 a the second meeting of tBecietya constitution and bylaws were
presented and accept&sh September 10, 1912e stateissued a
charterto Lena H. Clarke, Elizabeth Carr Locke, Sarah W. Carr,
Josephine A. Weeden, and Herbert Heatihcorpora¢dthe
Jamestown Historical Socetthot he pur pose of pr
mar ks and collection of histori

On October 7following a vote by the members of the Jamestown
Windmill Association many of whom were also members of the new
historicakocietyMrs. Rosengarten transferoavnership othe
Jamestowwindmill to the dmestowrHistoricalSociety The deed
included th&,600 square feet around tthi# itself and a haéfcre of
land to the south of the mill, which had been donated to the Windmill
Association by Annie L. CaifrNewYork. The Carr gift provided
direct access to North Main Road.

The First Year

At the third meeting of theocietyon September 16, 1912, a
structure of permanent committees was established.

A Building and Grounds committee was appointed to care for the
windmill Thec o mmi firdt &ciéod was to secure the building with
shutters on the windows and new padlockBedoors.In
December, Brokenarm of the windmilwas removed and stored for
the winter aMaplewaod
Dr. Batesods
Conanicus Avenud.he
arm was repaired and
replaced the following
summer.

A Lecture committee
took charge of the
programs presented by thé
SocietyThe annual report
in August 191Bstsits T
accomplishments: Paper read by Mrs. Chas. E. Weeden,

1913
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We have had one lecture by Mr. Thomas W. Bricknell, Pres. R.I. Citize
Hi st . Assdn. which covered a vari

A paper read on OEarly Conanicu!
Tucker, and read by Mrs. Chas. E. Weeden.

A paper read by Henry W. Clarke of Newport, veteran school teacher «
Newport, now retirsetdgwrm.n0 hi s 0Boy
Ashorpaper read by Dr. W Lincoln
Jamestown, 6 going backdRLGavanhwas t i nm

encamped on Jamestown.
A short sketch of Potters Point read by Mrs. C.E.B. Carr.

The Library and Museum coiitbee organized the first historical
exhibition. Thirtyfive members and friend$ the Societydisplayed
betweerB00 and 400 articlesTownHall on August 13 and 14, 1913.
Admissiorto the exhibitost 28 and netted th8ociety$63.47

The Publications committpanted theConstitution and Bylaws
andpurchase a rubber stamp for the Curator to stamp all articles
presented to thBociety

The Finance committeellectedhe annuabldues andolicited
donations.At theannual meetinghe chairmaneported that the
Societyhad 92 members and $268.28 in the bank.

The fledglingsocietywas off to a good start.
Constitution and Bylaws

The constitution and bylaws of the histogoaletyhave been
amended several times in the 100 yieaetl®ey werdirst adopted
The most important changes were those made pornbeseof the
Society and tthe process for becoming a member

Purpose
Theobject ofthe earlySocietyas expressed in its Constitution
Article |1, was Oto discover, pro

general history; especially to the civil, literary and ecclesiastical history
of the United States, the State of Rhode Island, and more particularly
oft he Town of Jamestown. 0

As theSocietyand its collection grew, the scope of interest
narrowed, so thatin 1992 ther pose became oO0to pro
and preserve the heritage of Conanicut Island, as well as related events,
issues, and plaags.



Corcern that the reference to Conanicut Island might limit interest
in the other two islands of Jamestéutch and Gould led to
anot her change to the mission i
with others the heritage of Jam

The major effect of the refinement of 8Buxiet§i s p lhasp o s e
beento focus collection effortprogramsand exhibits more closely on
Jamestowitself

Membership
Until the late 1960s person applyinipr active membership in

the Societyhad tobed sopsored by a member and recommended by a

second member the Society. 6 Al

one being rejected for membershipptioeess projeetithe image of

an elitist organizatioAnd, indeedmnany oftheSociet§i s me mb e r s

wereweltto-do, recenly arrivedor

parttimeresidentsalthougloften

theyhad Jamestown roots

When membership was opened %
to oall painthe nsj,
objects of the
requirement that application for
member ship o0be
the Secretary of the Society who |
will present the names of applicant
[to] the Executive Boabd
remained This provision was
finally dropped i1979.

ng

Mil |l erds cot

The change ithemembership
applicatiorproces$ias had a positive effect in attracting both long
time residents who felt uncomfortable with the elitist image and new
residents who are interested in becoming part of the community.

Finding a Home

The searcfor a permanent honfer the Societyand its collection
began soon afteritwasfounded The mil |l erds <cot
choice, and in June 1916 Sarah Carr approached Thomas Tefft, who
still owned the house and the property north of the mill. idésqdr
$1,500 was nemegotiable, and tl®ocietyd with less than $500 in the
bankd dropped the idea.

The research into the possibil
raised some concerns aboutSbeiet§f s t i t 1l e t o t he

7



state grant iMarch 1787 gave the land on which the windmill stood to
the residents of Jamestown on the
in repair a good wi nd9 DniBhtés,tHeor gr
Society s p r emitedrattite General Assemblydtaken

actont o appoint a Commi ssion 0to de"
thesecal | ed 6Wantond windmillé prope
and torecommend if any action was necessary.

The Society wassurednformallythatnothing needed to be
dore. After the windmill had been added to the National Register of
Historic Places, the easement granted to the state through the Historic
Preservation Office formally acknowledged the Jamestown Historical
Society ownership of the windmill property.

St Matt hewdés Parish Hall

For 15 years, the members ofSloeietymet in a variety of places
0t he Town Hall, Central Baptist C
Churchthe schoolhousendMaplewoédnd stored the collection in
me mber sd hMaphesveundite aChbmmattee on a Permanent
Home for theSocietyresearched possible sites.

Lots throughout the town were examined and priced. Safe storage
areas were searched for unsuccessfully. An additioméwvtire
station was suggested but&he,00@rice tag foa wingwith storage
for the collection andn assembly roowas too high

In 1927, pesident Audley Clarke suggested th&dhetybuild
andpayfoan addi ti on tparishhduse. The totMat t h
by 25foot addition would atform tothe style othe existing building
and would be a permanent home forSbeiet§ meetings and the
storage oits collection. Objects from the collections would be
displayed in cases in the roddharke estimatetie costof the
buildingto be $1,20(He pledge®1,000 toward construction, warning
that there would be additional costs for installing glass exhibit cases.

Charl es E. Burrows, St . Matt hew
the Society He approachediames DeWoPRerry EpiscopbBBishop of
Rhode Islandyhos u p p o r t epthnofdomrditidn ¢hahe formal
lease be signed and timchurchbe permittedo usethe roomwhen
the Societydid not need itCorstrudion of the roombegan that fall.

Theparish halwashome for tke Societjor 35 yearslthough
businessmne et i ngs wer e of t e nhemtlelpatishi n o
hall was moved and expandedi963the storageagreement with the
church endedalthougta display caseas maintaineglt St . Matt h
until 1972.
8



Jamestown Museum

In 1885, the town built a one
room schoolhousen Southwest
Avenuefor the primary grades. Wher#
the Carr School opened in 1898
house all gradethe building was
moved to 92 Narragansett Avenue tc
hous the Jame®wn Philomenian
Libray. Theentryways were changed
shelves welauilt in, andin 1921a Jamestown Museum, 1973
small room was added to the bafcthe original structure

When the new library opened on North Road in 197 Sthety
approached the town with a proposal to leas#dHteilding for use
as a museum and for storafjiés collection. A 99ear, $hyear
lease was signaohd theSocietyook over responsibility for the
building

In the process of finding a home, Soeietywas also fulfilling its
mission of preserving old landmaRenovation of the 8gearold
building was undertaken carefullyh e S cAcchivistMary Miner,
writing about the project dhe 20" anniversargf the opening of the
museumwrote:0Througtout the project we kept in mind our
buil dingbds history, and we pres
We were careful not to obliterate the scars on the floor where the
school deskhad been screwed down We kept all of the library
bookshelves that lined the walls, but we had to eliminate most of the
freestanding shelves. 0

For the first time, th8ocietyhad a place large enough to house
most of its collectionFrom June to September, objects from the
colection were exhibited in the main roddut, becausg¢he building
was without the environmental controls that were needed to preserve
the more fragile artifacemeobjects e mai ned i n me mb

Renovation and Vault

A Capital Campaign
conducted in 20080 had
threemajoraims renovatthe
museum to provide theeeded
environmental controls, build |
an environmentally controlled
vault in which to store the
more fragil@and valuable

DS

Jamestown Museum, 2010



material in the collection, and

establish an endowment to

ensurean annual inconte

support theSociet§f s  acirt i vi t |
yeargo come

The campaign raised over
$500,000Forty-severpercent
of the net $240,00Qyas placed
in an endowent at the Rhode
Island FoundatianThe
museum renovation cost
$193,510 or aboB88 percent, antuilding and furnishing the vault
cost $61,215, about 12 percdrite remaining percent was allocated
to an effort toacomputerizenanual records amal edication.

Vault, 2011

Thecompletiorof themuseunrenovatiorwas cebrated at a gala
opening in May 2008. Changes inclutdationheat and humidity
controls,a new front stairs and patimd a ramp to make the building
accessible to those with mobility resbrist The attic was refloored
and the floor and woodwork in the original schoolroom exposed. In
response to the renovations, the town and histeoiciatysigned a
new 99ear lease.

In 2006, the town was in the process of building a new town hall.
That summer, the Society reached an agreement with the town to build
a vaul®d to be paid for by the Sociétin the basement of the new
building, which had just begun construction. Wvghelp of the
Town Hallarchitect, formeBocietypresidenwilliam L.Burgin, the
cost of incorporating the vault was negotiategiseal modification
to theoriginalconstruction contract. A §@ar lease was signed with
the town for use of the ae

Mission: Preserving

In its 100 year history, the Jamestown Historical Society has taken
formal responsibility for caring for four landmarks on Conanicut
Island: the primary school/libradiscussed above amow used as a
museumthe Jamestown windrmah North Main Roadhe Conanicut
Friendameetinghousen Weeden Lanand the 1776 battlements in
the townds Conanicut Battery Hist

Jamestown Windmill

When theSocietyacquired the Jamestown windmill from the
Jamestown Windmill Association, whiedmillwas in need afork
that the nevarganizatiorrould not afford.Vandals had removed
10




everything moveable from inside the =
mill. The block and tackle for moving
the stonéhad disappeared hd hopper
andshoethat fed the grain into the
grinding stones were gone.

Mill owner George Clark of
ShannockiRhode Islandh descendant
of the Jamestow@arrfamily, donated
a replacement hopper in 1915. Other weie
missing parts were replastmvlyby
purchase, gifar corstruction.

The building itselivas in =gl :
reasonably good shape, but a report iRgar Hurricane Carol, 1954
1917 from Ferdinand Armbrust and
George Anthony said thatorder to hava working mill that could be
used to grind grain vidlly anew mill would have to be built.

Repais in the first 20 years ranged from the replacement of a few
shingles to the rebuilding of the second fl&dfars identifying the
entrance to the property and a stone wall on the west side as a fire
break were erected in 19Raintenanceossfluctuated between $25
and $425 annuafyeven without major storms.

By 1933, it became obvious thabajor restorationould be
necessary even if the mill were never used@gaiind grain At the
July meeting, ti® o ¢ i peesidedPeyton Hazard reported that the
wi ndmil |l ©oshoulQ@verthenexdyeantiesdsillsr e b u
were replacethotings were leveled, and a firm concrete foundation
was poured. The mill was opened for visitors again in Junti934
survived the Hrricane of 1938 in relatively good shape

The windmill suffered greathoweverin the mid1950s. The
bonnet and shaft were already weak. AwW@H& storm blew off two
arms and some of thennet The windmill lost another arm in
Hurricane Carohi1954. Th&ocietydid not have money for the
repairs. Raffles, concerts, and house tours were held. Other
organizations on the island were asked tpamelghe garderiubs
held flower shows to benefit thvandmill

A $1500grant from the Rhode Island Foundation in E6wed
the arms to beestore in time fortla t  ywezcantedasy of the
purchase of the islanBut thefunds did notover repairseededo
the bonnetandthe arms were fixed facing southwest.

11



In 1967 Societyresident
Magaretta Woo@otter applied
for a larger Rhode Island
Foundation grant. With the
$9,00Gaward as seed money
renovation designed putthe
mill in workirg order began in
June 1968Some furriureand
equipment were salvaged from a
soonto-be-demolished mill at

' Davisville. A new winshaft was

Bonnetgears restored, 1968 handcut from yellow pine stock
from South CarolinalThebonnet
was reframed and seated on the metal tracdltwaed it to be turned
tothewindThe stones were sharpened,

On August 29, 1970, at a cost of approximately $25,000, the mill
was once again in operatidiree years latén 1973, the Jamestown
Windmill wagplacedn the National Resfer of Historic Places, and in
1978, the Windmill Hill Historic Distridtwhich includemost of the
land between East Shore Road and the West Passage from Eldred
Avenue to the Great Cre@kvas added to the National Register.

Major restoratioefforts at the millwere again required in 1981
and 200€001. Individual donations from Jamestowners and grants
from the Champlin Foundations, the Rhode Island Foundation, and
other local foundations funded the repditswardand Brookie
Harding oversaw the lgmprocess.

I n 2010, recbivwedaSCorsernatiory ABsessment
Program (CAP) grant to identify the outstanding needs and priorities
for the preservation d@k collectionsand buildingsThe assessors

recommended several improvements to the windmill, including exterior

signage for those unable to climb to the top of the mill and improved
displays and safety features inside.
A Rhode Islan€ouncil for
Humanitiegyrant helped pay for

the exerior signagmstalled in

2012 A second RICH grant was
awarded to improve the interior
signage and displayscremental
improvements continue to be made
to enhance visitdienjoyment and

Vat, hopper, and shoe furniture  understanding of the site.
installed in July 2012

12
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Concern about dag-day
upkeep othe windmill has been
relieved by an endowment
established in 1987 by two sisters
Nan Thompson and Margaret :
Evans. Thannuaincome from
the fundand from a smaller
endowment at the Rhode Island
Foundations sufficient to pay for -
normalmairterance bthe milland  Quaker Meetinghouse, 1890
groundsif nothing exceptional
occurs

The Jamestown windmill has been open on a regular summer
weekend schedudeexcept when repairs preventdilsince the late
1950s.

Quaker Meetinghouse

The Society of Friends, Quakers, wake dominant religious
groupon Conanicut Islanidefore the American Revolution. The
Quakerduilt their first meetinghouse1710just north of what is
now Route 13&nd later moved the building to the corner of North
Main Road and Weeden Lane.

The 120building was virtually destroyed by the British during
their occupation of Conanicut Island from 1776 to 178786, the
currentmeetinghouseas built on the site of the earlier ohke
building was placed on thatidnal Register of Historic Places in 1973.

The numbebf Friends attending meeting fluctuated over the
yearsand for most of the ZQcentury meetings have been held only in
the summer months. In 1997, concernedstdaspite a major
restoration in 197&they would
be unable to mirtain the aging
building in the futurghe
ConanicufFrienddveeting
offeredthe propertyo the
Society

In a formal ceremony at the
meetinghouse on September 2
1997, Pieter Byhouwer of the
Providence Friends Meeting
deeded the meetinghouse to the
Society. The conditions attached

President John Howard (rear)
looks on as Friends deed
meetinghouse to the Saety

13



to the transfeenablahe Conanicut Friends Meeting totomre to use
the meetinghoused restrict some other uséssmall endowment
accompanied the transfer.

Sructural issudsave arisen because of the high water table on
Windmill Hill. Support timbers beneath the building have ratted
mold has accumulated ir tteiling.

Conanicut Battery

The fortification on Prospect Hilt the northern end tifie
Beavertapeninsulavas built in 1776 by order of the Rhode Island
General Assembly to protect the West Passage of Narragansett Bay.
The British occupied the fort in December 1776 and redesigned the
earthworks to the shape seen todayer in the war, the French
occupied the battery.

During the 19 century, the area was farmland and, while nothing
was done to preserve the contourtheffortifications, no major
changes were introduced.

Thefort first came to the attention of tecietyin 1915 when
Lena Clarke, th® o ¢ i peesideifit,snformed the August meeting that
the property was about to be platt8tie urgethat theSocigy try to
preserve the fort as a landmark. Maude Stevens reported at the next
meeting that the old fort was to be presenititbut Society
involvement, and the following y#ee federal government built six
observation posts on the hill above theealthworks

After World War |, the Daughters of the American Revolution
took an interest in the fofftheorganizatioplaced a marker there in
1931and maintained it at least uwibrld War Il, when the
observation posts were reactivated.

The area was deeded to the town in 1868.years later it was
: placed on the National Register

of Historic Placesand m 1974

a centennial park was
proposed. Thparkeffort was
unsuccessful, and the
Revolutionary Wararthworks
were soon covered with brush.

S T In 1993, Ediin W.
e e e Connelly wrote in thieistorical
Gov. John Chafee and Ed Connelly societyn e ws | Gearty the 0

at the Battery reclamation kick off,  old Conanicut Batteryno
1998
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Prospect Hill had a fascinating past, has a deplorable pnesent, a
hopefully may have a bright futuré In 1997, he fo
the Conanicut Battery to reclaim fibre.

The recleation took almost five yedrRemoval of trees and
brush had to be done carefully to minimize damage to the contours of
the earthwork fortification. Volunteers did most of the work.

The dedication of the reclaimed park was celebrated on June 29,
2002, with the ceremonial raisinghefflags of the American, British,
and French forces that had occupied the Battery.

TheS o c i Battegy 6osnmittee now maintains the earthwork
fortifications and the signage explaining the importance of the site,
while the town takes care of the traitsfaelds in other parts of the
town park.

At aBattery Dagponsored by the Societyery othespring the
flags of the three countries that occupied the foonaeagairaised
abovet. American Revolutiore-enactorgamp at the park and
conductmilitary maneuvers.

Mission: Collecting

TheS o ¢ i cellecyidh & subdivided into four separate collections:
objects, photographs, archi@eshich include newspapers,
manuscripts, records, and most printed matter with theiencgp
booksd and thdibrary. Recently established guidelines for accepting
donations direct that only O0o0bj
community of Jamestownd be acqu
must be O0in sufficiently thpeastd a
of pr es @&CcColectioscommittée evaluaproposed
accessions against the guidelines ardfarattee collection.
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Obijects in the Collection

At first, the Society did not actively seek to
collect objects since they had no permanent home in
which to keep or display them. Nonetheless, small
artifacts that could be stored easily were accepted.

Dr. Bates started the collection at the second
meeing when h@resented th8ocietywith 50 cent
paper currency issued by the postal service in 1862.
Other small giftd a 30 shilling note from the
Colony of New Hampshire dated Nov. 3, 1775, a
button and convention ribbon from William Henry

_ Har r i d@pneSidentidl Bampaigfollowed.
Harrison

convention The first large collectiai objectd 54itens
ribbon, 1840  from the estate of Mrs. Mary H. Cladkeas
cataloguedh 1920.Some of the household items
and articles of clothing date to colonial days and several were
accompange by Mr s. Clarkeds notes on =

More thanl50 objects wefermallyaccessioneaver the next 55
years.They included paintings of Jamestown scenes, samplers,
household objects, and articles of clothing. Most were small enough to
be kept inthecabinetat St . . Matt hewds

In 1966, Mabel Brice Wheeler of Philadelphia left the contents of
her cottage at 4 Walcott Avenue to the Society. Some of the 184
articles receivdthd noJamestownonnectiorand were soltb create
a fund to purchase more relevant matdtielen Teffd lsequesof
household farm objects was received in 1969.

Whenthe museunwas leasdd 1971, these objedtaind a home

Objects continue to be added to the collectyn2012, 1,500

5 objects had been catalogued and
most of them had been
photographed.

Photographs

Thebasis of th&ociet§ s
photography collection was
establisheoh 1920

In 1919} ena Clarke, the
Society s f i rsand presi d:¢
MaudeStevensooperated on a

Y. 50 2 - ¢ ok fad
Town Pound in Clarke album,
1920
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paper about the old houges
Jamest own. 't was %-evensﬁ i nt
photograpteveryhouse on the island w <N

over 50 years oldClarke presented the Q N

results of their research in a talk before L
the Societyn July 1919She also gave
the Societyan album of 42 photographs
of old Jamestow@ although not, as |
Stevens had hoped, pictures asklhd
houses buibefore 1870.

Many ollections and individual
photographs have been donatiexte
The most promiant collections are the
prints from George Stanhope glass
negativeby W. KingCovell the
Whithall albund a collection of 220
photographshe majority taken in
Jamestown about 1960afamilythat : ‘
summered at Shoreholoethe East ~ Margaret Whithall and her
Passag&and the Meredith & Clarke ~ [riend Sadie, from the
album of 108 Jamestown scenes taken Vhithall album, 1913
between 1898 and 19Orecent years, file photographs from the
Jamestown RredgheStandard Tintesre been given to the Society.

By 2012 there were about 7,000 photographs in the callection
including digital images of phgtapls loaned to Society by individuals
who wished to retain the originals.

Archives

The first archives donated to Becietyn June 191®ere early
copies of thé&ewport Mercungluding one with news of Alexander
Hami |l tonds fatal duel with Aaro

In 1979, theown gave the Society custodgifink of 18 and
early 19 centurydocumentsranging fronbills submitted to the Town
to indenture papers and reports on the poor. Mary Miner and Thayer
Keeler sorted the documents and stored them Hfreeitblders to
prevent their deterioration. In 2005, interns uefbfdttered and
refiled them. In 2012wo grans d onefrom the Rhode Island
Foundation Ott Fundnd one from the Rhode Island Council for the
Humanitie® enabledibout300records relaigto theRevolutionary
Warand life in Jamestown in the"Ehd 1% centurieso becleaned
andencapsuaited
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Other papes, ranging from a dinner menu for the Bay View in
1907 toprograms for Jamestown school graduatiosre added over
the yearsUnfortunately books and archival materials were not
formally accessioned until theye2tit century, so whematerial was
receivedand from whomis sometimesinknown.

There are over 15,000 recoidsluding obituaries, newspaper
articles, and legal documentthe archives collection.

Library

With only 25books, the library is the smallest part of the
collection.Once Upon a Time in Rhodé Islariuist book in the
collectiond was purchased by the Society in,181d school books
used at the Jamestown schools or owned by Jamestown children have
been don®d over the years.

Whilemanybooks that relatdirectly to Jamestowviistoryhave
been acquired, the Society relies heavily on the superb local history
collection at the Jamestown Philomenian Library aasdidsd
unnecessaduplicaton of that collection.

Expanding the Collections

TheS o ¢ i cellecfidhscontinue to grow in a variety of ways
under the direction of the Collections committee

Members or friends of tl&ocietyhaveoften donate objects
Objects as different apainting of the West Passage by John Cook,
lighthousékeeper at Dutclsland a selection ofraforms worn by the
Jamestown Emergency Medical Service and its predecessar organ
tions and digitized copies of early photographs of Clingstemsw
in the collectionIn 2008 the Society was givemo documents
relating to the building of the second Beavertail Light. In giving the
document to the Societiie donorsaid he was encouraged to do so by
the care exhibitdaly the building of the vault.

Purchaselsaveaccourgd
for a small but important portion
of the collectionAmong the
objects bought with tHand
L established with the proceeds of
l >k the Mabel Brice Wheeler bequest
i) % ) are two haHmodels of square
B rigged shipthat had hung in the
Gardner HouseAn 1803 survey
map of the Watson Fanvas

Half-model from Gardner House
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obtained through a traséth a
private collector

Grants and individugifts
have contributed to the »
acquisition of objects beyond the
resources of the Sociefyhe SSRGS
1657 prepurchase agreement Prologue of prepurchase
among the purchasers of agreement
Conanicut Islandias purchased
in 2005 partiallywith funds frongrants and individual donatiofhe
agreement is now on permanent display in Town Meade recently, a
mailbox fashioned agaaryboatmodelwas broughttothBoci et y 6
attention by a member who contributedg@urchase

Members of the Collections committegecollecedand
generate material for the collectidoy reaclng out to individuals to
request donation of historic objeatsl solicingprograms and
publicity mateal from local organizations and businef3ata
gathered for publications and programass a result of questions
received are captur&tblunteerdiaveroutinelycollectedbituaries
and stories about Jamestaesidents, businesses, and e¥emtsall
localmediasources

Two oral history projecésone on the Jamestovigrries and the
other on the Jamestown Bridgeere conducted in the 1980s. An
effort to collect reminiscences from native Jamestowners about
growing up idamestown in the m&dh century was begun in 2011.

Caring for the Collections

The search for a home for the society was in large part motivated
by the need to care for growiallectios. The risk of storingrticles
at the homes of members of the Society is dramatically demonstrated i
the Societydds minutes for Augus

Mr. Hazard said that an oil painting of the Old Mill was given to the
by Admiral Davis. that time the Society had no permanent home, so the
was left with Dr. Bates who was the president of the Society. Mr. Haza
he wrote Mr. William Bates about the picture after the death of Dr. Bate
replied that the estate waggiahdirtime and he could do nothing about it

The painting was ultimately recovered, but other objects were not,
either because thecord of theireceipt by the Societid notcontain
enough detaileédformationto identify the objeair, when thedss
was discovered, the keeper of the object could not be identified.
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A fewobjects were lost through improper c@dlueprint of the
1658 Fisher map used to illustrate William P Sheffield's lectuf® in 191
was displayed for many years in the meetingind®m . Matt hewod
Parish Hall By the time the room was dismantleel printwasfaded
andunreadable.

Originally, eceptance of gifts to the collection was recorded in the
minutes. Lateaboutthe time of the donation of the Mary H. Clarke
collectionsomegifts were recorded in an accession book and given
identificatiomumbers.As objects were moved from place to place,
identificatiorlabes were losConsiderable effort has been expended
to correlag the material in the collectiavith the early records

New standards of care were implementdue1960sandearly
197G6. Societynembers, led rchivistMary Miner, became more
conscious of the care required, especially of photographs and other
archival material. They began the careful cataloging of information
about these objeasdpurchasedcidfree folderdor storage

The 1972 lease of the museaallowed the collection to be stored
and processed in a single area undegcontrolled conditions. This
reducedhe risk of loss and increased awareness of the vulnerability of
the collection.

Increased awareness resulted in the developrp&msior
improving the care of the collection. The plans were formally
documented in the 2006 Long Range Plan

A'l .
U. S™NAVY FERRYBOAT
“NARRAGANSETT"
Operated by Municipally Owned

JAMESTOWN % NEWPORT
FERRY COMPANY

Effective October 9, 1938.
EASTERN STANDARD TIME

Limited to 150 Passengers, 8 Vehicles.

Weather Permitting.

LEAVE LEAVE
JAMESTOWN NEWPORT
6:45 A.M. 7:30 A.M.
8:15 9:00
10:00 11:00
12:00 M 1:00 P.M.
2:00 P.M. 2:45
3:30 4:30
5:30 6:30
7:30 10:00

Subject to Change or Correction
without notice.
OVER

1938 ferry schedule
found in collection,
cataloged 2007

in preparation for the Capital Campaign to
raise the funds to implement treeeded
changes.

Not all steps toward improved care
waited on the formal aoh.

In the 1990s, records describing the
collection existed in several forms: hand
written accession recortged accession
records3x5 cards, computerized taléesl
spreadsheets$n 2004, the Society
purchase®astPerfect, a software program
designed for cataloging the collections of
museursand historical societies 2000,
the Society received a grant from the Rhode
Island Committee (now, Council) for the
Humanities to digitize 5,000 of the
photographs in the collection. Digitization



both protects the original photographs by reducing handling and
encourages their dissemination.

The task of transferring all collection records from their various
formatto thenew computer systaimok several yearbMuch of the
work was done by summeteimts hired using grant funds from the
Rhode Island Foundation and money raised during the Capital
CampaignBy 2012, PastPerfect contained over 23,000 records
describing material in the collectidihe catalogs available online at
www.jamestownhistoalsociety.orgnd is updated biennially

In June 201@rofessionatonservatorsonducedan assessment
of the Soci et y dusndercfaderalCAB franturided c o
by Heritage Preservation and the Institute of Museum and Library
ServicesThey complimentetthe Society on its progréssaring for
the collection.They alsgut forth the following suggestions:

Develop a stepped plan to maximize collection storage and manag
Undertake a collegpiace amdnagement needseagsessm
Plan for the separation of management and storage areas
Installation of compactor storage system in the vault

The recommended compact storage system was installed in the
vaultearlyin 2013 with a grant from the Champlin Foundatitires
newsystemncreased the Societyds stoc
At the same time collectioranagement activitie®ved to ararea
adjacent to theault From four to ten glunteers spend two mornings
a weekmaintaining the PastPerfect databadearing forthe
collection

Mission: Sharing

Since its inception, the Society has committed itself to ensuring
that the knowledge of Jamestown itisatollection reflects made
available to anyone wisdnterested.

Historic Sites

Thesites that the Societgaintains have always been open to the
publicduring the summer monthssually free of charge although
donations for their upkeep are readily accepiethe sites are open
by appointment at any time of year.

Exhibits

Annual exhibits have been modrae the Jamestown museum
since 19738Before 2006erry memorailiawas exhibited ithe rear of
the display aredn 2011 the back room of the musewmas trans
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formed into a O0Fel
allowing a largg@emarent

display of objects relatedtibe

ferries that served the island

until 1969.

JAMESTOWN
IN THE RESORT ERA
1875 - 1930

, KT Some of the collectias

‘ | == ﬂ h on display in public buildings
around town.Signs from the

ferryboats hang in the
Recreation Center across from
the pier where the ferrybotdsNewportlanded. The prpurchase
agrementand signs fromd a me st o wn @rsondigplyim t er a
Town Hall. An exhibit in the lobby of the Jamestown Philomenian
Library is changed at least quartenlgt anewexhibit is mounted at
the Lawn Avenue School each semester.

Signs from James"
the Town Hall stairwell, 2012

The Society continues to look fpablicvenues in which to display
material from the collection.

Events and Programs

The first majotownwide evenin which the Society took a major
rolewas the 250th anniversary of the ipa@tion of the town of
Jamestowm 1928 The occasion was celebrated with an eight episode
pageantThe Soci ety ds Lendrafedter ke and
pageant script angrote a 2gage historical sketch of Jamestfmwn
the event prograrihe Society sponsored the final episode in the
pageantzeorge Washington at Jamestown.

Watson also wrotmnhistorical sketch of Jamestown fortB&7
celebration of the 30@nniversargf the purchase of the islarigor
the 30@ anniversary of the town in
1978 the Society mounted an
exhibit covering the whole 300
years, and for the 32 2003
createdh time line of Jamestown
history which was included in the
program Slected highlights from
the time linaveredisplagdalong
Narragansett Avendi®m Four
| Cornerdo East Ferry

Students from the Melrose
Avenue School watch videos

during the 2011 museum exhibit:

Jamestown on Stage and Scre¢
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The 350 anniversary of the
purchase of the island coincided
with the opening of the new Town



Hall in 2007&nd was celebrated with
Jamestown 350 WeekheSociety
sponsored a historic walking tour of
Narragansett Avenuen-sponsored a
scavenger hutirough Janeet o wn 6 s
history and again posted a time line of
Jamestown history.

The numbeand typesf lectures
and activitieshanged over timeJntil
the mid1920sabouthalfthe meetingmcluded aalk Because
atendance at winter meetings was low, by tls 188&etings were
held only in the summeft.alksusually followed sometimes &R
tious business meetind@ he papers read were most often on historical
topics: in 1931, for exampBalonial Gardens, Early Rhode Island
Silversmiths, Old SettlensestdwandLife and Business of the Old Mills

Since the 1970grogram$aved except for the presentation at the
annual meetingbeenseparated frofusiness meetings, encouraging
greater attendance by raembers.in 2011 and 2012, talks were
most often cesponsoredavith other Jamestown ngmmofits. The
Jamestown on Stage anth&oeéen2011 led to a particularly
successful collaboration. Seven films, five programs, and a teen
workshopwere sponsored by a coalition of 13 organizations,
spearheaded by thistorical society.

Jamestown 350 logo

Visits to sites other than the windinitreased In the early 1950s,
three fundraisefeatued visits to old houses owned by members who
were willing to opetineir doors to
visitors and ecasional hese
tours were organized in the 1980s
and 1990sSince 1999, September
house tours have been major
fundraising events for the Society.

In 2008, a membewly preview
party was added to thank
members for their pportand
attractnew members.

Publications

Between 1%and 1942he
Society published niballetins,
most of them based on papers
presented at Society meetings.
Since 2003jxsimilar Poster for 2008 house tour
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